
        
       
 

   

   

 

 
 

 

 
   

  

 
 

  

 
  

 

 
    

 
   

 
 

 

 

 
   

 
 

  
  

 

  
   

 

 

  

  

 

  
 

     
 

 
 

  

    
 

APPENDICES  

APPENDIX A: 

TABLE 1 MATERIAL BEFORE THE RMA, AS ADVISED BY THE RMA 

RMA ID 
Title 

9190 
Adams EE, Brues AM (1980). Breast cancer in female radium dial 
workers first employed before 1930. J Occup Med, 22(9): 583-7. 

37177 
Adams-Campbell LL, Rosenberg L, Rao RS, et al (2001). 
Strenuous physical activity and breast cancer risk in African-
American women. J Natl Med Assoc, 93(7-8): 267-75. 

38261 
Adebamowo CA, Hu FB, Cho E, et al (2005). Dietary patterns and 
the risk of breast cancer. Ann Epidemiol, 15(10): 789-95. 

36922 
Adebamowo CA, Ogundiran TO, Adenipekun AA, et al (2003). 
Obesity and height in urban Nigerian women with breast cancer. 
Ann Epidemiol, 13(6): 455-61. 

35586 
Adjadj E, Rubino C, Shamsaldim A, et al (2003). The risk of 
multiple primary breast and thyroid carcinomas. Cancer, 98(6): 
1309-17. 

80967 

Administrative Appeals Tribunal of Australia (2015). Mahoney and 
Repatriation Commission [2015] AATA 379 (29 May 2015). 
Retrieved 15 March 2017, from 
http://www.austlii.edu.au/au/cases/cth/AATA/2015/379.html 

56678 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease Registry (1992). 
Toxicological Profile for Nitrophenols: 2-Nitrophenol, 4-Nitrophenol. 
U.S Department of Health and Human Services. 

71467 

Ahern TP, Lash TL, Sorensen HT, et al (2008). Digoxin treatment 
is associated with an increased incidence of breast cancer: a 
population-based case-control study. Breast Cancer Res, 10(6): 
R102. 

4774 

Ahlborg UG, Lipworth L, Titus-Ernstoff L, et al (1995). 
Organochlorine compounds in relation to breast cancer, 
endometrial cancer, and endometriosis: an assessment of the 
biological and epidemiological evidence. Crit Rev Toxicol, 25(6): 
463-531. 

37532 
Ainsworth BE, Sternfeld B, Slattery ML, et al (1998). Physical 
activity and breast cancer: evaluation of physical activity 
assessment methods. Cancer, 83(Suppl 3): 611-20. 

35585 
Aisenberg AC, Finkelstein DM, Doppke KP, et al (1997). High risk 
of breast carcinoma after irradiation of young women with 
Hodgkin's disease. Cancer, 79(6): 1203-10. 

45751 
Alavanja MC, Bonner MR (2005). Pesticides and human cancers. 
Cancer Invest, 23(8): 700-11. 

70256 
Alavanja MC, Ross MK, Bonner MR (2013). Increased cancer 
burden among pesticide applicators and others due to pesticide 
exposure. CA Cancer J Clin, 63(2): 120-42. 
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35623 
Albrektsen G, Heuch I, Hansen S, et al (2005). Breast cancer risk 
by age at birth, time since birth and time intervals between births: 
exploring interaction effects. Br J Cancer, 92(1): 167-75. 

9192 

Albrektsen G, Heuch I, Tretli S, et al (1994). Breast cancer 
incidence before age 55 in relation to parity and age at first and last 
births: a prospective study of one million Norwegian women. 
Epidemiology, 5(6): 604-11. 

71468 
Albuquerque RC, Baltar VT, Marchioni DM (2014). Breast cancer 
and dietary patterns: a systematic review. Nutr Rev, 72(1): 1-17. 

35686 
Al-Delaimy WK, Cho E, Chen WY, et al (2004). A prospective study 
of smoking and risk of breast cancer in young adult women. 
Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev, 13(3): 398-404. 

71469 
Alegre MM, Knowles MH, Robison RA, et al (2013). Mechanics 
behind breast cancer prevention - focus on obesity, exercise and 
dietary fat. Asian Pac J Cancer Prev, 14(4): 2207-12. 

71470 
Alexander DD, Morimoto LM, Mink PJ, et al (2010). A review and 
meta-analysis of red and processed meat consumption and breast 
cancer. Nutr Res Rev, 23(2): 349-65. 

35739 
Althuis MD, Brogan DD, Coates RJ, et al (2003). Breast cancers 
among very young premenopausal women (United States). Cancer 
Causes Control, 14(2): 151-60. 

35741 
Althuis MD, Brogan DR, Coates RJ, et al (2003). Hormonal content 
and potency of oral contraceptives and breast cancer risk among 
young women. Br J Cancer, 88(1): 50-7. 

71471 

Amadou A, Ferrari P, Muwonge R, et al (2013). Overweight, 
obesity and risk of premenopausal breast cancer according to 
ethnicity: a systematic review and dose-response meta-analysis. 
Obes Rev, 14(8): 665-78. 

9193 
Ambrosone CB, Freudenheim JL, Graham S, et al (1996). 
Cigarette smoking, N-acetyltransferase 2 genetic polymorphisms, 
and breast cancer risk. JAMA, 276(18): 1494-501. 

35841 
Amir LH (2000). [Comment] Active and passive cigarette smoking 
and breast cancer: is a real risk emerging? Med J Aust, 173(7): 
391-2. 

87211 

Andersen ZJ, Stafoggia M, Weinmayr G, et al (2017). Long-term 
exposure to ambient air pollution and incidence of postmenopausal 
breast cancer in 15 European cohorts within the ESCAPE project. 
Environ Health Perspect, 125(10): 107005. 

35661 
Anderson GL, Limacher M, Assaf AR, et al (2004). Effects of 
conjugated equine estrogen in postmenopausal women with 
hysterectomy. JAMA, 291(14): 1701-12. 

71472 
Anderson GL, Neuhouser ML (2012). Obesity and the risk for 
premenopausal and postmenopausal breast cancer. Cancer Prev 
Res (Phila), 5(4): 515-21. 

4773 
Anderson LF (1994). DDT and breast cancer:  the verdict isn't in. J 
Natl Cancer Inst, 86(8): 576-7. 

38265 
Anderson WF, Devesa SS (2005). In situ male breast carcinoma in 
the Surveillance, Epidemiology, and End Results database of the 
National Cancer Institute. Cancer, 104(8): 1733-41. 
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35736 
Anon (2003). Summary Report: Early Reproductive Events and 
Breast Cancer Workshop. Retrieved 19 July 2005, from 
www.cancer.gov 

71706 
Anon (2009). ACOG Committee Opinion No. 434: induced abortion 
and breast cancer risk. Obstet Gynecol, 113(6): 1417-8. 

87300 
Anothaisintawee T, Wiratkapun C, Lerdsitthichai P, et al (2013). 
Risk factors of breast cancer: A systematic review and meta-
analysis. Asia Pac J Public Health, 25(5): 368-87. 

71473 
Antonova L, Aronson K, Mueller CR (2011). Stress and breast 
cancer: from epidemiology to molecular biology. Breast Cancer 
Res, 13(2): 208. 

71474 
Apostolou P, Fostira F (2013). Hereditary breast cancer: the era of 
new susceptibility genes. Biomed Res Int, 2013: 747318. 

87214 
Argo J (2010). Chronic diseases and early exposure to airborne 
mixtures: Part III. Potential origin of pre-menopausal breast 
cancers. J Expo Sci Environ Epidemiol, 20(2): 147-59. 

71476 
Aune D, Chan DS, Vieira AR, et al (2012). Fruits, vegetables and 
breast cancer risk: a systematic review and meta-analysis of 
prospective studies. Breast Cancer Res Treat, 134(2): 479-93. 

80718 

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (2012). 
Radiation protection: alpha particles. Retrieved 6 February 2017, 
from 
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/radiationprotection/basics/alpha.cfm 

59654 

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency 
(ARPANSA) (2002). Recommendations for limiting exposure to 
ionizing radiation (1995) (Guidance note [NOHSC:3022(1995)]) 
and National standard for limiting occupational exposure to ionizing 
radiation [NOHSC:1013(1995)]. Retrieved 7 February 2011, from 
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/pubs/rps/rpsl.pdf 

80721 

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (2012). 
Radiation protection: Radiation basics - ionising and non ionising 
radiation. Retrieved 6 February 2017, from 
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/radiationprotection/basics/ion_nonion.cf 
m 

80723 

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (2015). 
Radiation protection: units of ionising radiation measurement. 
Retrieved 6 February 2017, from 
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/RadiationProtection/Basics/units/cfm 

80724 

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (2015). 
Fact sheet: Ionising radiation and health. Retrieved 6 February 
2017, from 
http://arpansa.gov.au/RadiationProtection/Factsheet/is_ionising.cf 
m 

80725 

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (2012). 
Radiation protection: health effects of ionising radiation. Retrieved 
6 February 2017, from 
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/radiationprotection/basics/health_ion.cf 
m 
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80744 

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (2002). 
Estimations of Atomic Radiation Exposure in Australian Service 
Personnel in South West Japan 1946-52, Commonwealth 
Department of Veterans' Affairs. 

80745 

Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency (2012). 
Radiation protection: Beta particles. Retrieved 8 February 2017, 
from 
http://www.arpansa.gov.au/radiationprotection/basics/beta.cfm 

41161 
Axelson O (2004). [Comment] Is the evidence for its 
carcinogenicity conclusive? Occup Environ Med, 61(1): 1. 

80726 

Azizova TV, Grigoryeva ES, Haylock RG, et al (2015). Ischaemic 
heart disease incidence and mortality in an extended cohort of 
Mayak workers first employed in 1948-1982. Br J Radiol, 88(1054): 
20150169. 

66365 
Baan R, Grosse Y, Lauby-Secretan B, et al (2011). Carcinogenicity 
of radiofrequency electromagnetic fields. Lancet Oncol, 12(7): 624-
6. 

58010 
Baan R, Grosse Y, Straif K, et al (2009). A review of human 
carcinogens-Part F: Chemical agents and related occupations. 
Lancet Oncol, 10(12): 1143-4. 

55669 
Baan R, Straif K, Grosse Y, et al (2007). Carcinogenicity of 
alcoholic beverages. Lancet Oncol, 8(4): 292-3. 

65232 
Bagnardi V, Rota M, Botteri E, et al (2013). Light alcohol drinking 
and cancer: a meta-analysis. Ann Oncol, 24(2): 301-8. 

35664 

Bakken K, Alsaker E, Eggen AE, et al (2004). Hormone 
replacement therapy and incidence of hormone-dependent cancers 
in the Norwegian Women and Cancer study. Int J Cancer, 112(1): 
130-4. 

9194 
Ballard-Barbash R, Swanson CA (1996). Body weight: estimation 
of risk for breast and endometrial cancers. Am J Clin Nutr, 
63(Suppl 3): S437-41. 

35942 
Band PR, Le ND, Fang R, et al (2002). Carcinogenic and 
endocrine disrupting effects of cigarette smoke and risk of breast 
cancer. Lancet, 360(9339): 1044-9. 

71478 
Barcellos-Hoff MH (2013). New biological insights on the link 
between radiation exposure and breast cancer risk. J Mammary 
Gland Biol Neoplasia, 18(1): 3-13. 

35833 
Baron JA, Newcomb PA, Longnecker MP, et al (1996). Cigarette 
smoking and breast cancer. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev, 
5(5): 399-403. 

35618 
Barthelmes L, Davidson LA, Gaffney C, et al (2005). Pregnancy 
and breast cancer. BMJ, 330(7504): 1375-8. 

35574 

Beemsterboer PMM, Warmerdam PG, Boer R, et al (1998). 
Radiation risk of mammography related to benefit in screening 
programmes: a favourable balance?  Retrieved 14 July 2005, from 
http://www.ingentaconnect.com.ezproxy.library.uq.edu.au/content/r 
sm/jms/1998/000 

36020 
Bennicke K, Conrad C, Sabroe S, et al (1995). Cigarette smoking 
and breast cancer. BMJ, 310(6992): 1431-3. 
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35624 

Beral V, Bull D, Doll R, et al (2004). Breast cancer and abortion: 
collaborative reanalysis of data from 53 epidemiological studies, 
including 83?000 women with breast cancer from 16 countries. 
Lancet, 363(9414): 1007-16. 

10261 
Beral V, Reeves G, Bull D, et al (1996). In Reply: Breast cancer 
and hormone exposure. Lancet, 348(9028): 683. 

4731 
Berg JW, Hutter RV (1995). Breast cancer. Cancer, 75(Suppl 1): 
257-69. 

37135 
Berger A, Bodian CA (1997). Exercise and breast cancer. N Engl J 
Med, 337(10): 708; author reply 709. 

28143 
Berglund G (2002). Anthropometry, physical activity and cancer of 
the breast and colon. IARC Sci Publ, 156: 237-41. 

9195 
Berkel H, Birdsell DC, Jenkins H (1992). Breast augmentation: a 
risk factor for breast cancer? New Engl J Med, 326(25): 1649-53. 

70966 
Bernatsky S, Ramsey-Goldman R, Foulkes WD, et al (2011). 
Breast, ovarian, and endometrial malignancies in systemic lupus 
erythematosus: a meta-analysis. Br J Cancer, 104(9): 1478-81. 

59324 
Berrington de Gonzalez A, Darby S (2004). Risk of cancer from 
diagnostic X-rays: estimates for the UK and 14 other countries. 
Lancet, 363(9406): 345-51. 

71534 
Bertos NR, Park M (2011). Breast cancer - one term, many 
entities? J Clin Invest, 121(10): 3789-96. 

4766 
Bezwoda WR, Hesdorffer C, Dansey R, et al (1987). Breast cancer 
in men. Clinical features, hormone receptor status, and response to 
therapy. Cancer, 60(6): 1337-40. 

59460 

Bhatti P, Struewing JP, Alexander BH, et al (2008). Polymorphisms 
in DNA repair genes, ionizing radiation exposure and risk of breast 
cancer in U.S. Radiologic technologists. Int J Cancer, 122(1): 177-
82. 

71535 
Biggar RJ, Andersen EW, Kroman N, et al (2013). Breast cancer in 
women using digoxin: tumor characteristics and relapse risk. 
Breast Cancer Res, 15(1): R13. 

38262 
Binukumar B, Mathew A (2005). Dietary fat and risk of breast 
cancer. World J Surg Oncol, 3: 45. 

57389 
Blecher CM (2010). [Comment] Alarm about computed tomography 
scans is unjustified. Med J Aust, 192(12): 723-4. 

50297 
Boffetta P, McLaughlin JK, La Vecchia C, et al (2008). [Comment] 
False-positive results in cancer epidemiology: a plea for 
epistemological modesty. J Natl Cancer Inst, 100(14): 988-95. 

35579 
Boice JD Jr (2001). Radiation and breast carcinogenesis. Med 
Pediatr Oncol, 36(5): 508-13. 

9196 
Boice JD Jr, Mandel JS, Doody MM (1996). [Comment] Breast 
cancer among radiologic technologies. JAMA, 274(5): 394-401. 

35577 
Boice JD, Mandel JS, Morin Doody M (1995). Breast cancer 
among radiologic technologists. JAMA, 274(5): 394-401. 

71542 
Bonde JP, Hansen J, Kolstad HA, et al (2012). Work at night and 
breast cancer--report on evidence-based options for preventive 
actions. Scand J Work Environ Health, 38(4): 380-90. 
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70135 

Bonifazi M, Tramacere I, Pomponio G, et al (2013). Systemic 
sclerosis (scleroderma) and cancer risk: systematic review and 
meta-analysis of observational studies. Rheumatology (Oxford), 
52(1): 143-54. 

35614 
Bosetti C, Spertini L, Parpinel M, et al (2005). Flavonoids and 
breast cancer risk in Italy. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev, 
14(4): 805-8. 

35719 
Bowlin SJ, Leske MC, Varma A, et al (1997). Breast cancer risk 
and alcohol consumption: results from a large case-control study. 
Int J Epidemiol, 26(5): 915-23. 

9198 
Boyd NF, Martin LJ, Noffel M, et al (1993). A meta-analysis of 
studies of dietary fat and breast cancer risk. Br J Cancer, 68(3): 
627-36. 

36017 
Braga C, Negri E, La Vecchia C, et al (1996). Cigarette smoking 
and the risk of breast cancer. Eur J Cancer Prev, 5(3): 159-64. 

59653 
Brenner DJ, Hall EJ (2007). Computed tomography--an increasing 
source of radiation exposure. N Engl J Med, 357(22): 2277-84. 

36992 

Breslow RA, Ballard-Barbash R, Munoz K, et al (2001). Long-term 
recreational physical activity and breast cancer in the National 
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey I epidemiologic follow-up 
study. Cancer Epidemiol Biomarkers Prev, 10(7): 805-8. 

9547 
Briggs M (1977). The Beagle dog and contraceptive steroids. Life 
Sci, 21(3): 275-84. 

71536 
Brinton LA (2012). Breast cancer risk after use of fertility drugs: 
stimulating new controversy. J Natl Cancer Inst, 104(13): 962-4. 

36987 
Brinton LA, Bernstein L, Colditz GA (1998). Summary of the 
workshop: Workshop on physical activity and breast cancer, 
November 13-14, 1997. Cancer, 83(Suppl 3): 595-9. 

9199 
Brinton LA, Hoover R, Fraumeni JF Jr (1983). Reproductive factors 
in the aetiology of breast cancer. Br J Cancer, 47(6): 757-62. 

71712 
Britt K, Ashworth A, Smalley M (2007). Pregnancy and the risk of 
breast cancer. Endocr Relat Cancer, 14(4): 907-33. 

72908 
Brody JG, Moysich KB, Humblet O, et al (2007). Environmental 
pollutants and breast cancer: epidemiologic studies. Cancer, 
109(Suppl 12): 2667-711. 

9200 
Bryant H, Brasher P (1995). Breast implants and breast cancer -
reanalysis of a linkage study. New Engl J Med, 332(23): 1535-9. 

7138 

Busund M, Bugge NS, Braaten T, et al (2018). Progestin-only and 
combined oral contraceptives and receptor-defined premenopausal 
breast cancer risk: The Norwegian Women and Cancer Study. Int J 
Cancer, 142(11): 2293-302. 

87301 
Butt S, Borgquist S, Anagnostaki L, et al (2014). Breastfeeding in 
relation to risk of different breast cancer characteristics. BMC Res 
Notes, 7: 216. 

38258 
Buzdar AU (2006). Dietary modification and risk of breast cancer. 
JAMA, 295(6): 691-2. 

71537 
Byrne C, Divekar SD, Storchan GB, et al (2013). Metals and breast 
cancer. J Mammary Gland Biol Neoplasia, 18(1): 63-73. 
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9201 
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smoking and risk of fatal breast cancer. Am J Epidemiol, 139(10): 
1001-7. 

35610 
Caplan LS, Schoenfeld ER, O'Leary ES, et al (2000). Breast 
cancer and electromagnetic fields--a review. Ann Epidemiol, 10(1): 
31-44. 

35572 
Cardis E, Vrijheid M, Blettner M, et al (2005). Risk of cancer after 
low doses of ionising radiation: retrospective cohort study in 15 
countries. BMJ, 331(7508): 77. 

43945 

Cardis E, Vrijheid M, Blettner M, et al (2007). The 15-Country 
collaborative study of cancer risk among radiation workers in the 
nuclear industry: estimates of radiation-related cancer risks. Radiat 
Res, 167(4): 396-416. 

35569 
Carmichael A, Sami AS, Dixon JM (2003). Breast cancer risk 
among the survivors of atomic bomb and patients exposed to 
therapeutic ionising radiation. Eur J Surg Oncol, 29(5): 475-9. 

36912 
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37120 
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80746 
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in British Nuclear Tests in Australia, Vol 1: Dosimetry. 
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Pymar H, Reid R, Roy G, Varto H, Waddington A, Wagner MS, and Whelan AM (2017) 
‘No. 329-Canadian Contraception Consensus Part 4 of 4 Chapter 9: Combined Hormonal 
Contraception’, Journal of Obstetrics and Gynaecology Canada, 39(4): 229-268.e5. 

FSRH (Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare) (2016, Amended 2019) UK 
medical eligibility criteria for contraceptive use, FSRH. 

FSRH (Faculty of Sexual and Reproductive Healthcare) (2019, Amended 2020) Combined 
hormonal contraception, FSRH. 

WHO (World Health Organization) (2015) Medical eligibility criteria for contraceptive use, 
WHO. 
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APPENDIX B:    

THE CONSTITUTED COUNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK OF THE 
REVIEW 

The Specialist Medical Review Council (SMRC) 

1. The SMRC is an independent statutory body responsible to the Minister for 

Veterans’ Affairs (the Minister). Members of the SMRC are medical practitioners 

and medical scientists appointed as Councillors by the Minister. 

2. The Minister must appoint one of the Councillors to be the Convener. If the 

Council does not include the Convener, the Convener must appoint one of the 

Councillors selected for the review to preside at all meetings as Presiding 

Councillor. 

3. A Council consists of three to five Councillors selected by the Convener of the 

SMRC for a particular review on the basis of their expertise in the injury or 

disease relevant to the Statements of Principles subject to review. The 

composition of each Council changes from review to review depending on the 

issues relevant to the particular Statement of Principles under review. 
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The Review Council 

4. Professor Charles Guest is the Convener of the SMRC and was Presiding 

Councillor for this review.  His career has been in epidemiology and public 

health. His current appointment is at the School of Population and Global 

Health, University of Melbourne. 

5. The other members of the Council were: 

Associate Professor Meagan Brennan FRACGP FASBP PhD. 

Associate Professor Brennan is a senior breast physician and developer of 

clinical protocols with 31 years’ experience. Her current positions are: 

– Associate Professor, University of Notre Dame Australia; 

– Editorial Board Member, The Breast, Elsevier Peer-reviewed 

medical journal, UK; 

– Board of Examiners, Royal Australian College of General 

Practitioners; 

– Clinical Associate Professor Sydney Medical School University of 

Sydney; 

– Board of Examiners, Australasian Society of Breast Physicians; and 

– Senior Staff Specialist Breast Physician, Westmead Breast Cancer 

Institute. 

Dr Catriona Melville FRCOG, FRANZCOG, FFSRH. 

Dr Melville is a specialist in obstetrics, gynaecology and subspecialist in 

sexual and reproductive health with 27 years’ experience. Her current 

positions are: 

– Deputy Medical Director, MSI Australia, Queensland; 

– Clinical Tutor, Faculty of Medicine, University of Queensland; 

– Associate Editor, Australian and New Zealand Journal of Obstetrics 

and Gynaecology (RANZCOG); 

– Deputy Chair, Sexual and Reproductive Health Special Interest 

Group RANZCOG, Australia; and 

– Guideline Writing Group member, RANZCOG Australasian Abortion 

Care Guideline (2022 – ongoing). 
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The Legislation 

6. The legislative scheme for the making of Statements of Principles is set out in 

Parts XIA and XIB of the VEA. Statements of Principles operate as templates. 

They are determined by the RMA, and set out those criteria (conditions or 

exposures), known as factors, that must as a minimum exist before it can be said 

that an injury, disease or death can be connected with service, on either or both 

of the two statutory tests, the reasonable hypothesis test  and the balance of 

probabilities test. 

7. Statements of Principles are ultimately applied by decision-makers in determining 

individual claims for benefits under the VEA and the MRCA. 

Sound Medical-Scientific Evidence 

8. The sound medical-scientific evidence is a subset of the available 

information. It comprises those articles which the Council considers: 

a) are relevant to the matters within the proposed scope of review, and 

b) satisfy the definition in the VEA of 'sound medical-scientific 

evidence'. 

9. Sound medical-scientific evidence is defined in section 5AB(2) of the VEA 

as follows: 

Information about a particular kind of injury, disease or death is 

taken to be sound medical-scientific evidence if: 

a) the information: 

(i) is consistent with material relating to medical-science that 

has been published in a medical or scientific publication and 

has been, in the opinion of the Repatriation Medical Authority, 

subjected to a peer review process; or 

(ii) in accordance with generally accepted medical practice, 

would serve as the basis for the diagnosis and management of 

a medical condition; and 

(b) in the case of information about how that kind of injury, disease 

or death may be caused—meets the applicable criteria for 

assessing causation currently applied in the field of epidemiology. 
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  Reasonable Hypothesis 

10. The reasonable hypothesis test is set out in  section  196B(2) of the VEA  

which provides;  

 If the Authority is of the view that there is sound medical-scientific 

evidence that indicates that a  particular kind of injury, disease  or 

death can be related  to:  

(a)  operational service rendered  by veterans; or  

(b)  peacekeeping service rendered by members of  

Peacekeeping Forces;  or  

(c)  hazardous service rendered  by members of the Forces; or  

(caa)  British nuclear test defence service rendered  by members 

of the Forces; or  

(ca)  warlike or non-warlike service rendered  by members;  

the Authority must determine a Statement of  Principles in respect of 

that kind  of injury, disease or death setting out:  

(d)  the  factors that must as a minimum  exist; and  

(e)  which of  those  factors must be related to service rendered  

by a person;  

before it can be said that a reasonable hypothesis has been raised connecting  

an injury, disease or death of  that kind with the circumstances of that service  
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Balance of Probabilities 

11. The balance of probabilities test is set out in section  196B(3)  of the VEA  

which provides:  

If the Authority is of the view that on the sound medical-scientific 

evidence available it is more probable than  not that a particular kind of  

injury, disease or death can be related to:  

(a)  eligible war service (other than  operational service) 

rendered by veterans; or  

(b)  defence service (other than hazardous service and British  

nuclear test defence service) rendered by members of the  

Forces; or  

(ba)  peacetime service rendered  by members;  

the Authority must determine a Statement  of  Principles in respect of that  

kind of injury, disease  or death setting out:  

(c)  the  factors that must exist; and  

(d)  which of  those  factors must be related to service rendered  

by a person;  

before  it can be said that, on the  balance of probabilities, an injury, disease  or 

death of that kind is connected with the circumstances of that service.1 

1 See sections 120, 120A and 120B of the VEA and sections 335, 338 and 339 of the MRCA. 
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Abbreviation  

 

                                    Term  

 

 MRCA   Military Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004  

 RMA Repatriation Medical Authority  

 SMRC Specialist Medical Review Council  

 VEA 

 

Veterans' Entitlements Act 1986  

APPENDIX C:    

TABLE 1  LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS  
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