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APPENDIX B: THE CONSTITUTED COUNCIL AND LEGISLATIVE FRAMEWORK OF
THE REVIEW

The Specialist Medical Review Council

1.

4,

The composition of each Review Council changes from review to review
depending on the issues relevant to the particular Statement/s of Principles
under review. When a review is undertaken three to five Councillors
selected by the Convener constitute the Council.

The Minister must appoint one of the Councillors to be the Convener. If the
Council does not include the Convener, the Convener must appoint one of
the Councillors selected for the review to preside at all meetings as
Presiding Councillor.

Professor Lin Fritschi was the Presiding Councillor for this review. She is
Professor of Epidemiology at Curtin University, and a National Health and
Medical Research Council Senior Research Fellow. Her research interests
include, cancer epidemiology, occupational causes of cancer, and exposure
assessment in epidemiological studies.

The other members of the Council were:

- Professor Doug Joshua, who was the Alan Ng Professor of
Haematology at the University of Sydney and was until January 2014
Head of the Haematology Department of the Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital and Concord Hospital. He returned to the Royal Prince Alfred
Hospital as a consultant from 1 April 2014 and a Professor Emeritus of
the Sydney University Medical School. Professor Joshua is a scientific
advisor and member of the International Myeloma Foundation.

- Dr Rick Tinker, who is the Director of the Assessment and Advice
Section, Australian Radiation Protection and Nuclear Safety Agency. He
is responsible for assessing the impact on health of radiation exposures
to workers, the public, and the environment in planned, existing, and
emergency situations. He has over 20 years' experience in research and
measurement of radiation and assessment of health impacts and has
played a leading role in advancing radiation protection in Australia.

- Dr Hang Quach, who is a consultant clinical and laboratory
haematologist at St Vincent’s Hospital, Melbourne, a Clinical Fellow of
the University of Melbourne and Member of the International Myeloma
Foundation. Dr Quach’s research focuses on mechanisms of immune
modulation in myeloma and novel therapeutics in the treatment of
multiple myeloma.
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The Legislation

5.

The legislative scheme for the making of Statements of Principles is set out

in Parts XIA and XIB of the VEA. Statements of Principles operate as
templates. They are determined by the RMA, and set out those criteria

(conditions or exposures), known as factors, that must as a minimum exist
before it can be said that an injury, disease or death can be connected with

service, on either or both of the two statutory tests, the reasonable
hypothesis test * and the balance of probabilities test. > Statements of
Principles are ultimately applied by decision-makers in determining

individual claims for benefits under the VEA and the Military Rehabilitation

and Compensation Act 2004 (the MRCA). *

The reasonable hypothesis test is set out in section 196B(2) of the VEA which provides;

If the Authority is of the view that there is sound medical-scientific evidence that indicates that a
particular kind of injury, disease or death can be related to:

(@) operational service rendered by veterans; or

(b)  peacekeeping service rendered by members of Peacekeeping Forces; or
(c) hazardous service rendered by members of the Forces; or

(caa) British nuclear test defence service rendered by members of the Forces; or
(ca) warlike or non-warlike service rendered by members;

the Authority must determine a Statement of Principles in respect of that kind of injury, disease
or death setting out:

(d)  the factors that must as a minimum exist; and
(e)  which of those factors must be related to service rendered by a person;

before it can be said that a reasonable hypothesis has been raised connecting an injury, disease
or death of that kind with the circumstances of that service.

The balance of probabilities test is set out in section 196B(3) of the VEA which provides:

If the Authority is of the view that on the sound medical-scientific evidence available it is more
probable than not that a particular kind of injury, disease or death can be related to:

(@) eligible war service (other than operational service) rendered by veterans; or

(b)  defence service (other than hazardous service and British nuclear test defence service)
rendered by members of the Forces; or

(ba) peacetime service rendered by members;

the Authority must determine a Statement of Principles in respect of that kind of injury, disease
or death setting out:

(c) the factors that must exist; and
(d)  which of those factors must be related to service rendered by a person;

before it can be said that, on the balance of probabilities, an injury, disease or death of that kind
is connected with the circumstances of that service.

See sections 120, 120A and 120B of the VEA and sections 335, 338 and 339 of the MRCA.
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APPENDIX C:

List of Abbreviations

df degrees of freedom

cGy centigray

Cl confidence interval

EAR excess absolute rate

ERR excess relative risk

Gy gray

IARC International Agency for Research on Cancer
mGy milligray

mrem millirem

mSv millisievert

NHL non-Hodgkin lymphoma

OR odds ratio

RAD radiation absorbed dose

Rem roentgen equivalent in man

RMA Repatriation Medical Authority

RR relative risk

SIR standardised incidence rate

SMR standardised mortality rate

Sv units of sievert

UNSCEAR United Nations Scientific Committee on the Effects of Atomic Radiation
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